Although no sector of the population is considered exempt from the risks posed by heatwaves, previous research has shown that elderly people (aged >65 years), younger children, individuals with pre-existing medical conditions, those with low socioeconomic status (e.g., low education, low income, and social isolation), and those with poor access to adequate cooling systems were particularly vulnerable to heat-related illness. Extrinsic vulnerability factors include certain material conditions (e.g., air conditioning) and urban design (e.g., heat island effect and population density). 5 The development of national and regional strategies for reducing the health impacts of heat on vulnerable populations or territories -such as a nationwide campaign or urban environmental improvements -is an urgent public health need. Additionally, further recognition and characterization of heat-related illness are essential for establishing fundamental evidence of this "preventable" illness.
